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2019-2020 English II Honors/AP Seminar Syllabus 

Ms. Watkins 
Cwatkins2@acpsd.net 

 
Objective 
Objectives for the English II Honors portion of this course are to read widely, write well, and 
communicate effectively for specific audiences.  The objectives for the AP Capstone: Seminar portion 
of the course are to develop the following transferable skills and proficiencies: analyzing sources and 
evidence; constructing an evidence-based argument; understanding context and perspective; and 
communicating both interpersonally and intra-personally.  
 
Course Description 
This Honors English Language Arts course encompasses the South Carolina Department of Education 
College- and Career-Reading Standards as well as the Aiken County Curriculum Framework, 
intertwining them with the skills and concepts necessary for success in AP Capstone: Seminar. Scholars 
will write, read, speak, listen, and research across disciplines and in a variety of contexts. Other areas 
of study include logic, grammar, syntax, and rhetoric, in addition to multimedia presentation skills. 
Primary focus will be on reading foundational literary and nonfiction texts and on writing research-
based argumentative essays. Scholars will be enrolled in English 2 Honors during first semester and in 
AP Seminar during second semester, but both courses will support and enhance the Scholars’ total 
first-year experience at ASA.  
 
Required Materials 
 

 3-ring binder (1.5 or 2-inch) 

 Tabbed notebook dividers (5) 

 College ruled notebook paper 

 Composition notebook (1) 

 Highlighters 

 Post-its/sticky notes 

 Writing instruments (colored pens or pencils are good to have but not required) 
 
Homework 
Homework may serve either to prepare Scholars for new learning or to practice a new skill. Therefore, 
it is imperative that it be completed in a timely manner. Per the late policy on page 3, it will not be 
accepted late. Homework may be scored for accuracy or completion, depending on the purpose of the 
assignment.  
 
Textbook 

Lunsford, A., Ruszkiewicz, J., Walters, K. Everything’s an Argument. Bedford/St. Martin’s. 2016.  
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Curriculum Overview and Foundational Texts  

 

Unit 1: Youth and Identity 
Foundational Text: Alice in Wonderland  
Honors English 2: Expository Writing 
AP Seminar: APEOCA and APEOCB (nonfictional 
textual analysis)  
Timeframe: August 

Unit 5: Putting it all together collaboratively 
AP Seminar Performance Task 1 
Individual Research Report (FINAL) 
Team Multimedia Presentation (FINAL) 
Timeframe: January-February 

Unit 2: Society and Education 
Foundational Text: Lord of the Flies 
Honors English 2: Narrative Writing 
AP Seminar: Individual Research Report, Team 
Multimedia Presentation (MOCK) 
Timeframe: September 

Unit 6: Putting it all together Independently 
AP Seminar Performance Task 2 
Individual Written Argument (FINAL) 
Individual Multimedia Presentation (FINAL) 
Timeframe: March-April 

Unit 3: Power and Leadership 
Foundational Text: Animal Farm 
Honors 2 English: Argument Writing  
AP Seminar, Individual Written Argument, 
Individual Multimedia Presentation (MOCK) 
Timeframe: October-Early November 

Unit 7: Reviewing and Preparing  
APEOCA and APEOCB Review 
AP Exam Preparation 
Timeframe: End of April  

*Unit 4: Ambition 
Foundational Text: *Macbeth 
Honors English 2: Literary Analysis 
AP Seminar: Review of IRR/TMP and IWA/IMP 
Timeframe: December 

AP Seminar Exam:  
Tuesday morning 
May 12 

*Note: The teaching of Macbeth (and exploration 
of the theme of ambition) will occur in 
December, time permitting. If not, they will be 
taught and discussed in May. 

Unit 8: Moving Forward  
Poetry in Practice.  
What do you want to know? Introduction to AP 
Research 
Timeframe: May 

 

Grading Scale 
90-100 A 
80-89 B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 
0-59 F 

Course Weights 
 

40% Formative Assessment 
60% Summative Assessment 

 
Academic Integrity 
Scholars will be expected to make choices that reflect integrity and responsible behavior while taking 
this course, which means they are to refrain from all forms of academic dishonesty, including cheating, 
lying, bribery and plagiarism. Expectations of academic integrity extend to all assignments, both 
individual and group, including: classwork, homework, lab activities, projects, research papers and 
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essays, quizzes, texts and exams. The full academic integrity, cheating and plagiarism policy can be 
found in the student handbook. 
 
Late Work, Make-Up and Reassessment Policy 
The full policy is in the student handbook and should be referred to for details. 
 

· Late Work: It is expectation of ASA faculty that Scholars will complete all assignments as 
directed, and that Scholars will turn in all assignments on time. Reasonable deadlines for 
formative assessments will be assigned in class. Late work will NOT be accepted for formative 
assessments; failure to submit work by the expressed deadline will result in a ZERO. Summative 
assignments are to be turned in on the due date, even in the event of an absence. Scholars may 
request a conference with the teacher to discuss late work if, and only if, an extreme 
circumstance arises. The teacher has authority to extend the deadline, accept with a penalty, or 
record a zero. Conferences must be requested within 24 hours of the original due date. 

 
· Make-Up Work: Scholars are responsible for making up any work missed during an absence 

from school. It is the Scholar’s responsibility to collect assignments prior to, during, or 
immediately upon return from an absence.  

 
· Reassessment: Reassessment opportunities are offered on summative assessments. Scholars 

who wish to take advantage of this must make a formal request to the teacher. The Scholar 
must participate in remediation prescribed by the teacher. Once the student has provided 
evidence that additional preparation has been fulfilled, the reassessment opportunity will be 
granted. Scholars can earn up to ½ credit (at the discretion of the teacher) back on the initial 
assessment. 

 
Classroom Rules 
The most important rules for our classroom are that Scholars respect themselves, each other, and their 
teacher. Scholars are encouraged to actively reach out to me, if they are struggling with or stressed out 
about assignments for English II Honors and AP Seminar. I’m here to help and happy you’re here! 
 
Classroom Policies, Procedures and Practices 
Scholars will be expected to observe the school policies on changing classes, cell phones, stairwell 
usage etc., which they will be informed of during the first week of classes.  
 
Initially, Scholars should raise their hands to be called upon before speaking. If/when Scholars 
collectively demonstrate mastery of respectful discourse (especially not speaking over one another), 
raising their hands will be optional. 
 
Finally, because AP Seminar is meant to be a college-level course, from time to time Scholars may view, 
read or discuss mature but relevant topics of academic discourse. For example, in conjunction with a 
poem that alludes to it, I anticipate showing and discussing with them the Birth of Venus painting by 
Sandro Botticelli. If at any time you have questions or concerns about what we cover in class, please 
contact me to discuss. 


